PRESS RELEASE

Society that ‘invented’ the Anglican Communion celebrates 310th anniversary

USPG – the world’s oldest Anglican mission agency – is celebrating its 310th anniversary with a special service at York Minster on Saturday 7 May.
On 16 June 1701, the Revd Dr Thomas Bray – returning from a visit to America where he’d been sent by the Bishop of London – founded the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG).  Its monthly meetings were chaired by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The initial aim of the Society was to send priests to America so that English colonists could access the worship of the Church of England. But the vision grew and, within a few decades, the Society was sending missionaries and school teachers throughout the world. 
USPG General Secretary Bishop Michael Doe said: ‘The Anglican Communion grew out of the work of those first missionaries. At our 150th Anniversary Service in Westminster Abbey, the bishops from England, Scotland and America processed together for the first time. In 2001 all our partners from around the Communion gathered in St Paul’s Cathedral to celebrate the Tercentenary. Today we are so pleased to be at York to celebrate the 310th.’

In 1965, SPG merged with the Universities’ Mission to Central Africa (UMCA) to form USPG (United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel); and the Society further expanded in 1968 when the Cambridge Mission to Delhi (CMD) also became part of USPG. In 2007, the Society became USPG: Anglicans in World Mission.
Today, USPG has church partners in over 50 countries, with a special focus on supporting leadership development and health.

Bishop Michael explained: ‘Throughout our history, USPG has been engaged in developing new perspectives on how we understand mission. So that today, rather than thinking of mission as something that exports the gospel from “here” to “there”, we think instead of the gospel moving from “everywhere to everywhere” – with each part of the church sharing its unique blend of skills, insights and resources.

‘USPG in 2011 is a modern mission agency that is helping local Anglican communities around the world to become change-makers – finding their own solutions to the challenges they face. In place of old-style models of colonial dependency, USPG champions inter-dependence and shared decision-making among equal partners.’
Donations to USPG are enabling Anglican Churches around the world to empower communities, support human rights, develop a grassroots response to health concerns, organise income-generation programmes, and become better stewards of the environment.

Bishop Michael said: ‘USPG has come a long way in 310 years. While recognising that mission is ultimately the work of God, our aim is to continually strengthen relationships across the Anglican Communion and inspire churches in Britain and Ireland to look beyond their parish boundaries.’

· All are welcome to attend USPG’s 310th birthday celebrations at York Minster, beginning with Evensong at 5.15pm. To find out more, email enquiries@uspg.org.uk or phone 0845 273 1701.

