How mission has changed over the last 300 years

Three hundred years ago, when the church service was over, congregations might have discussed the hot topics of the day: the Great Frost of 1709, the war with the French, and the death of the Prince Consort. Three hundred years later, we are talking about climate change, the war on terror, and the credit crunch.
Throughout this period, USPG has been a constant companion of the Church of England and the Anglican Communion. However, being a constant presence in mission does not mean that our views on mission have changed.
When we were founded in 1701, our original Big Idea was to transport the Church of England to English émigrés in America. But this goal grew to take on the task of converting the neighbours of the émigrés to Christianity – Anglican-style.
Later, in 1843, a booklet published by the Society urged church-goers to make a donation ‘because all mankind are by nature dead in trespasses and sins’. Few of us would use such direct language today. Indeed, for some, the idea of conversion has undergone a re-assessment. Here is USPG Mission Companion Richard Fermer’s view of mission: ‘Mission could be understood as the sharing of the love and knowledge of God. And that brings in conversion in the sense of converting more of ourselves to be orientated towards God. It’s about harnessing more of the person to be able to serve God.’
In practice, mission today can look quite different to mission of old. The emphasis is on partnership and the sharing of skills, insights and resources from ‘everywhere to everywhere’, rather than from ‘here’ to ‘there’. 
Church planting and the training of church leaders is still paramount, but within this there is a greater sensitivity to cultural appropriateness. But mission is still, at heart, practical: deed as well as word. Today this can mean setting up training farms for impoverished communities in Malawi, well-digging on land contaminated by naturally-occurring arsenic in Bangladesh, and income-generation projects for those who live in Peru’s shanty towns.
Mission is not static, it is alive – because it is the active expression of God’s love in the world. USPG’s vision is to be at the centre of God’s dynamic love, working in direct partnership with Anglicans in over 50 countries, helping to change lives for the glory of God.  
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What has beef stew got to do with mission!

From overseas travel to beef stew: anything that brings Christians closer together helps to further God’s mission.
This is the discovery of Ann Lamb, who is the Overseas Mission Secretary of St Collen’s Church, in Llangollen, and a Church Link for USPG.
Ann has travelled overseas many times on mission trips, including trips to Malaysia and Papua New Guinea, and a six-month volunteer placement with USPG in Zambia, where she taught English at a vocational training centre and arts and crafts in primary schools.
As for the beef stew, that refers to the traditional Uruguayan dish that USPG encouraged churches to serve as part of an alternative Harvest supper last year – and it was so tasty we will be encouraging churches to do the same again this year!

‘The beef stew was superb!’ said Ann. ‘The people that came to our Harvest lunch really enjoyed it andmany of themwanted to know the recipe. So it was a great success.’
Ann recently visited USPG’s offices in London and reflected on her views of mission. 

‘Mission is about building up the church with friendship and prayer. My experience of travelling overseas is that church members really appreciate it when we care for them. Mission is a thing that unites! It provides an opportunity to look at other countries. I knew nothing about Uruguay until we used USPG’s Harvest resources last year, which focused on that country. Now I know much more. 
‘I think it’s important to know how they live in other countries. We might think times are hard here, but it’s no comparison to how some other people live.’

Ann added: ‘The people I’ve met on my travels have tremendous faith and are prepared to give so much in hospitality. 
‘They are so grateful that we continue to care about them and pray for them. It’s very humbling, and we need their prayers as well, so it is about partnership.’

USPG has published a range of church resources, including ideas for fun activities to help you with fundraising for world mission. At www.uspg.org.uk you will find details for how to host a USPG Big Curry Party, a USPG Fiesta Party and a USPG Cocktail Party.

Ingredients:

3 tablespoons olive oil

907g (2lb) beef, in 2.5cm(1”) cubes

¾ cup chopped onions

¾ cup chopped green peppers

3 cups water

1½ cups cubed yellow squash

1½ cups cubed white potatoes

1½ cups cubed sweet potatoes

1 cup corn kernels

1 cup sliced carrots

2½ tsp salt

½ tsp freshly ground black pepper

2 tbsp minced parsley (optional)

Preparation:

1. Heat the oil in a lidded, flameproof casserole.

2. Brown the meat in it.

3. Mix in the onions and green peppers until browned.

4. Add the water, squash, white potatoes, sweet potatoes, corn, carrots, salt and pepper.

5. Cover and cook over low heat for 2½ hours.

6. The stew should be very thick; add a little boiling water if necessary.

7. Taste for seasonings and sprinkle with the parsley.

8. Garnish with fried onions and green peppers if desired.

One World Dinner highlighted poverty

Here’s an ingenius fundraising idea! It’s a dinner with a difference that could help your church to focus on the poverty gap.

· The parish of Warlingham, near Croydon, came up with the idea of the One World Dinner, which helped it to raise £321 for USPG and world mission. Here’s how it worked.

· Guests were seated at four tables. Each table represented a different continent and was labelled accordingly. The tables representing Africa, Asia and South America were not decorated lavishly, but the European table was laid with a tablecloth, napkins, nice cutlery, cut glass and a candelabra.

· The ‘Europeans’ were served a huge platter of roast chicken, potatoes, squash and other roast vegetables. By comparison, the other tables were bare, with diners served only rice and vegetables.

· After serving themselves, those on the European table shared their food with those on the other tables. They were not obliged to do so, but, in this way, everyone enjoyed a One World Dinner. 

· A similar pattern was repeated for dessert.

Other attractions at the dinner included a quiz and a USPG photographic exhibition. Church warden Michael Wilson said: ‘Our One World Dinner brought it home to us how well provided for we are in the west.’

