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LIFE-GIVING GIFTS
Are you looking for inspiration whenit comes to buying gifts for friends orfamily members this Christmas?
Instead of socks and smellies, why not givethem a gift with a difference – a Life-GivingGift? to order your gifts, please visit
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Advent is a time of

expectant watching in the

darkest days of our

northern year. We are

waiting for the light of

christ to dawn. As these

bible verses suggest, the

coming of christ will

expose with sharp clarity

the dark places of the

world into which he

comes – but will also

wake us from sleep – like

the sun bursting through

our windows on a bright

morning. As ‘children of

the light’ we will be

energised to respond to

our world’s deepest

needs. Yet already a

glimmer is breaking

through the darkness:

wherever the church

seeks to bear witness in

its life to ‘all that is good

and right and true’.

rEfLECTion Scripture: Ephesians 5: 8-14

o Lord,

You have set before us the great hope

that your kingdom shall come on earth,

and have taught us to pray for its coming:

give us grace to discern

the signs of its dawning,

and to work for the perfect day

when your will shall be done on earth

as it is in heaven:

through Jesus christ our Lord. Amen

(Percy Dearmer)

PrAyEr

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people,

Light for the world to see.

Refrain

christ, be our light! shine in our hearts.

shine through the darkness.

christ, be our light!

shine in your church gathered today.

SonG: Christ, Be our Light

Christ, Be Our Light is the title of a powerful christian song

by Bernadette Farrell. It draws together our hope in christ,

and our prayers for the needs of our world.‘christ, be our

light’ is also an appropriate hope to celebrate during

Advent and christmas. 

Please use the words and music in this worship resource to celebrate Christ's coming

this Advent, so that together we might pray 'Christ, be our light.'

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.

Longing for truth, we turn to you.

Make us your own, your holy people,

Light for the world to see.

Refrain

christ, be our light! shine in our hearts.

shine through the darkness.

christ, be our light!

shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.

Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has pow'r to save us.

Make us your living voice.

Longing for food, many are hungry.

Longing for water, many still thirst.

Make us your bread, broken for others.

shared until all are fed.

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.

Longing for warmth, many are cold.

Make us your building, sheltering others,

Walls made of living stone. 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making your kingdom come. 

SonG: Christ, Be our Light

© 1994, Bernadette Farrell.

Published by ocP Publications,

5536 ne Hassalo, Portland, or

97213, usA. All rights reserved.

used with permission. 

Prayers: 'God of tender

compassion' and 'Father of lights'

from The Promise of His Glory are

copyright the central Board of

Finance of the church of england

1991; the Archbishops' council

1999 and are reproduced by

permission.

‘o Lord, you have set before us the

great hope’ and ‘Holy Jesus, to

deliver us from the power of

darkness you humbled yourself’

from Prayers for Use at the

Alternative Services by david silk.

reproduced by kind permission of

continuum International Publishing

Group.

Bible reflections written by clare

Amos, director of theological

studies for the Anglican

communion and usPG’s

theological consultant.
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It may seem strange that

one of the most beloved

of Advent readings – this

celebration of the birth of

the Prince of Peace –

should originate from one

of the darkest periods of

old testament history.

Isaiah 9 probably stems

from the time when Israel

was suffering savage

military oppression at the

hands of the Assyrian

empire. People were

indeed living in ‘a land of

deep darkness’. Yet it is

into this extreme

darkness that the prophet

Isaiah speaks – so sure of

God’s saving power that

he can use the past

tense: ‘a child has been

born for us’.  

rEfLECTion Scripture: isaiah 9: 2, 6-7

God of tender compassion and mercy,

whose son is the morning star

and the sun of righteousness:

let him shine in the darkness

and shadows of this world,

that we may serve you in freedom and peace;

through Jesus christ our Lord. Amen

PrAyEr

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.

Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has pow'r to save us.

Make us your living voice.

Refrain

christ, be our light! shine in our hearts.

shine through the darkness.

christ, be our light!

shine in your church gathered today.

SonG: Christ, Be our Light

Matthew’s vision of the

church is like a city set on

a hill whose light cannot

be hid. that is both an

exhilarating and

frightening picture. the

visibility of the church

offers opportunity for

witness and service. Yet

visibility also means that

a church’s failings are

apparent.  John’s Gospel

tells us that Jesus said: ‘I

am the light of the world.’

Matthew is here more

daring still. ‘You – Jesus’

disciples – are the light of

the world.’ It is through us

that the world will be able

to glimpse something of

Jesus. But if we fail to

live up to our vocation

then the responsibility for

obscuring the light of

christ rests with us.

rEfLECTion Scripture: Matthew 5: 14-16

Father of lights,

from whom comes every good and perfect gift:

keep us in the light of christ,

to shine in your world,

that all may believe in you

through Jesus christ our Lord. Amen

PrAyEr

Longing for food, many are hungry.

Longing for water, many still thirst.

Make us your bread, broken for others.

shared until all are fed.

Refrain

christ, be our light! shine in our hearts.

shine through the darkness.

christ, be our light!

shine in your church gathered today.

SonG: Christ, Be our Light
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on christmas day we

receive the greatest gift

of all – God’s gift of a new

world, through the birth

of the one who is the

‘light of the world’. Paul’s

words in 2 corinthians

take us back to God’s first

words in Genesis: ‘Let

there be light.’ From this

beginning, creation

blazed into being. since

then the light may seem

to have become dull and

dim, but at christmas

time we are invited to

discover just how brightly

God’s glory shines in the

face of Jesus christ. In

this baby born in

Bethlehem, creation’s

goal is at last

accomplished. Let us

celebrate – and help

make God’s new world a

reality for our time.

rEfLECTion Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4: 5-6   

Holy Jesus,

to deliver us from the power of darkness

you humbled yourself to be born among us

and laid in a manger.

Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts,

and bring us at last to the joyful vision of your beauty;

for you are now alive and reign with the Father and the

Holy spirit,

God forever and ever. Amen

PrAyEr

Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making your kingdom come. 

Refrain

christ, be our light! shine in our hearts.

shine through the darkness.

christ, be our light!

shine in your church gathered today.

SonG: Christ, Be our Light

1 Peter both explores and

transforms old testament

understandings of nation,

temple and priesthood.

Being built into a ‘house’

we are privileged to offer

shelter to God, as well as

to those who God stands

alongside. to become ‘a

royal priesthood’ is both

an immense honour and

an awesome challenge –

for both priests and kings

must live not for

themselves alone but for

others. so we have been

pulled out of darkness to

share God’s marvellous

light with others.

rEfLECTion Scripture: 1 Peter 2: 4-5, 9-10 

kindle, o Lord, in our hearts, we pray,

the flame of that love which never ceases,

that it may burn in us and give light to others.

May we shine forever in your temple,

set on fire with that eternal light of yours,

which puts to flight the darkness of this world;

in the name of Jesus christ your son our Lord. Amen

(st columba)

PrAyEr

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.

Longing for warmth, many are cold.

Make us your building, sheltering others,

Walls made of living stone. 

Refrain

christ, be our light! shine in our hearts.

shine through the darkness.

christ, be our light!

shine in your church gathered today.

SonG: Christ, Be our Light
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