
Cidade de Deus (City of God) is one of the

most disadvantaged communities in Rio

de Janeiro. Built in the 1960s to provide a

new start for slum dwellers, it has become

a notorious haven for drug trafficking and

gun crime. Battles on the streets at night

between the dealers and police or rival

drugs gangs leave many dead. 

Nicholas Wheeler a parish priest from

London Diocese has been asked to

support the work of the Anglican Episcopal

Church of Brazil as it seeks to make a

difference to the people of the City of God.

Nicholas is working as part of the clergy

team in the Parish Church of Christ the

King, in the heart of Cidade de Deus. The

congregation is small but faithful and runs

a number of social projects, providing local

people with English classes, a dance

school and a counselling service. The

modern church building stays shut most of

the time and a leaking roof and inadequate

electrics make life tough for the

congregation. 

The huge statue of Christ the Redeemer

looks down from Corcovado mountain

with outstretched arms of unconditional

love on a community where awesome

wealth and acute poverty live side by side. 

B04

nicholas Wheeler 
in brazil

capital: Brasília

languages: Portuguese (official),

Spanish (border areas and schools),

German, Italian, Japanese, English &

a large number  Amerindian

languages

religion: Christianity, indigenous

beliefs

export: Coffee, soya beans, wheat,

rice, corn, sugarcane, cocoa, citrus,

beef 

Further reading: www.ieab.org.br 

USPG has been supporting Projects in

Brazil since 1988, and maintains a

close relationship with the Episcopal

Anglican Church of Brazil. USPG

currently supports 27 Projects in

Brazi,l as well as personnel.

usPg in brazil
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target: £18,500/€24,670  | Project B04

in their own words

‘ I believe that God has called me to a

new beginning in a place to which he

has lent his own name.’
Nicholas Wheeler, USPG Mission

Companion
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building communitites

u

u Project supporters will receive three newsletters a year

and other resources to help promote your Project.

Your donations will help us to cover the full costs of the Project, including a direct grant to the partner church and the cost of monitoring
the Project and sharing regular news. Any money received over the Project target will be allocated to where the need is greatest.

Registered charity

in England (234518) and in Ireland (CHY 7998)

0845 273 1701

To fund this Project contact our Supporter Care team

projects@uspg.org.uk

071 965 1998
uspg@ireland.anglican.org
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