Call for prayer following murder of Amazon campaigners

USPG Mission Companion Ruth de Barros has called for prayer following the murder of two environmental campaigners in the Amazon.

José Cláudio Ribeiro da Silva and his wife, Maria do Espírito Santo, had received death threats because of their campaign against illegal loggers and ranchers. 
Reports have also emerged that a witness to the assassination – Erenilto Pereira dos Santos – has also been murdered.
Ruth said: ‘They are just two of the 800 people murdered in the last 30 years because of their attempts to defend and preserve the rainforest and its people against greedy businessmen.
‘Presently, in the State of Pará, there are 30 people on the death list because of their struggle [against illegal logging]. They have received several threats, but no efforts have been made by the government to defend them or offer them any protection. 

‘Unfortunately, this story is repeating itself over and over. The illegal companies have more power, more money, more weapons, and all too often go unpunished.’
In a speech last November, José Cláudio Ribeiro da Silva said: ‘I could get a bullet in my head at any moment… because I denounce the loggers and charcoal producers.’

Ruth said the Anglican Church in the Amazon was involved in environmental action. 


She reported: ‘We take part in demonstrations against those who illegally exploit the Amazon and kill those who get in their way. Last Saturday members of the church joined a march organised by the OAB (Brazilian Bar Association) against corruption and impunity in the state of Pará – known as the Land of No Law. 

‘The demonstration was not only about the illegal companies who cut down wood without a licence either just to sell the timber or to bring up cattle, but also against the corruption in the administration in the state. 

‘All we can do is join the voices of those who suffer the consequences, and let the world know what is going on so that something may be done about it.’

She added: ‘Most of the criminals go unpunished, and those who should help are often deeply involved in crime themselves as they accept bribes and benefits from the illegal companies.

‘So we ask for your prayers so that the churches and institutions here in Pará can fight for justice in this case and avoid any more brutal killings. Development is necessary and the rural workers are not against that, but it needs to be sustainable – and legal.’
Ruth added: ‘May God bless these warriors of the rainforest, that we may all support them in their struggle to save the rainforest – the lung of the earth.’
